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 1998 Students of the Year 
 
A grandmother of nine from Lexington Township, a 45-year-old nursing student and a Biddeford 
police officer were among the seven students honored in April by the MTCS Board of Trustees 
as the 1998 Students of the Year. 
The students, who were honored with their friends and family at a ceremony in Waterville on 
April 23, are nominated by the faculty, staff and administrators at their colleges. the award 
winners are selected for their academic success, campus and community involvement, and, in 
some cases, for their ability to achieve in the face of adversity.  
The students are:  
 
Diane C. Pinkham, Central Maine Technical College 
Diane Pinkham, 37, a mother and stepmother of seven children and nine grandchildren, enrolled 
in CMTC's Culinary Arts program to build on skills she developed as a summer camp cook and 
to pursue a passion for cooking. She has earned a perfect 4.0 GPA and is president of the local 
chapter of the Vocational Industrial Clubs of America, as well as a Student Senate alternate. She 
is also a Girl Scouts leader, a Rebekah member, a volunteer for the Lexington Fire Department, 
and captain of her community's Red Cross Disaster Assistance Team. She lives in Lexington 
with her husband. 
Matthew L. Morin, Eastern Maine Technical College 
As a resident assistant and member of the NMTC steering committee, Matthew Morin, 24, has 
earned the respect of his peers and is known for his integrity, as well as his commitment to his 
classmates and his program of study. After graduating this May from the Machine Tool 
Technology program, Matthew hopes to become a machinist and aviation mechanic in the U.S. 
Army. He currently lives in Eddington. 
Ruth Flaherty-Gilbert, Kennebec Valley Technical College 
Described as extremely bright, articulate and personable, Ruth, 45, a nursing major, devotes a 
great deal of time to helping others. Following the January ice storm, she volunteered for several 
days at Augusta-area shelters, and throughout her two years at KVTC she has tutored a number 
of fellow students. Now in her final semester at KV, she was also key to organizing and raising 
funds for this year's nursing pinning ceremony. Ruth lives in Vassalboro with her husband. 
 
Tammy L. Joy, Northern Maine Technical College 
A busy single parent, Tammy, 29, has maintained a perfect 4.0 grade-point-average while 
majoring in two programs of study (Administrative Assistant - Medical & Legal). This year, 
Tammy has served as president of the campus chapter of the Alpha Beta Gamma honor society 
for business technologies, coordinating a series of job search seminars and a job fair for NMTC 
students. Praised by her peers as resourceful and creative, she helped with new student 
orientations last summer and has also lent her skills and energy to the college's health center. She 
currently lives in Presque Isle. 
Todd M. Labonte, Southern Maine Technical College 
Todd, 25, will graduate this May with an associate degree in Computer Technology, three years 
after graduating from SMTC's Law Enforcement Technology program. He also graduated from 
the Maine Criminal Justice Academy in 1993, and presently works for the Biddeford Police 
Department. Despite a full-time courseload and a full-time job, Todd has been involved in a 
variety of student activities, including serving as President of the Student Senate, chair of the 
Grievance Committee and an active member of the Orientation Committee. He has earned 
respect as a strong leader, an excellent communicator and a dedicated student. He currently lives 
in Dayton. 
Wendy Johnson, Washington County Technical College 
A dedicated student, Wendy, 27, is a 1989 graduate of WCTC's Food and Hospitality program, 
and following graduation this spring from the Dietary Management program, she plans to 
continue her education in the college's Dietary Technician program. A mother of two young 
children, Wendy works full time as a cook at Atlantic Rehabilitation, a Calais nursing home. She 
currently lives in Robbinston. 
Debora J. Kratovil, York County Technical College 
After spending 20 years in the real estate, banking and restaurant industries, Debora returned to 
school in 1996 to pursue a degree in Business Administration. A single mother of a special-needs 
son, Debora, 38, has battled personal and family illness to pursue her education. She has 
maintained an excellent academic record as a part-time student, she participated in the college 
work-study program, and recently completed an internship in the Business Department 
developing a three-day conference for educators to be held at YCTC in June. She currently lives 
in Arundel. 
 
